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NORDMEDIA
Media Presence – Mobile Modernities 2015

Welcome to Copenhagen!

The Department of Media, Cognition and Communication at the Faculty of Hu-
manities of the University of Copenhagen looks forward to a large and interesting 
NordMedia conference under this year’s theme: Media Presence – Mobile Moder-
nities between the 13th and 15th of August, 2015.

Conference Theme
The NordMedia 2015 conference in Copenhagen will focus on the changing con-
ditions of human interaction and our changing sense of presence in the modern 
mediatized world. Ubiquitous media are transforming our cultural and social 
environments, thus influencing the ways in which we interact both in smaller 
groups and as participants in the wider society. Digital and mobile media ena-
ble people to be virtually copresent in a variety of contexts, irrespective of their 
physical location. This new media environment is likely to influence both the 
individual’s sense of presence and our common ability to construct and maintain 
social relationships.

The emerging environment of ubiquitous media has a significant potential for 
improving democratic participation, for creating new and diverse forms of artistic 
expressions, and for strengthening social ties across time and space. In order to 
assess these potentials, however, it remains important to frame and study the 
present media environment in a historical perspective. In a current perspective, 
it is further essential to consider the challenges posed by new media, which can 
fragment public spheres, deepen social divisions, and extend social control. The 
uses of media for democratic, artistic, and innovative social purposes depend 
more than ever on the development of appropriate global as well as national 
regulatory frameworks, on media literacies from cradle to grave, and on the ca-
pacity of individuals to manage their own presence in the media.
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Keynotes and Panelists
The two keynote speakers for the NordMedia 2015 conference will be:

• Professor Frank Biocca, Director of Newhouse School of Public Communi-
cations, Syracuse University, who will be speaking under the title ‘Present in 
a Field of Information: Presence, Communication, and Performance in New 
Media Environments’.

Frank Biocca directs the Newhouse School’s M.I.N.D. Lab, part of a network 
of collaborative research labs for scholarly work in communication, cognitive 
science and human-computer interaction. Biocca is interested in how mind 
and media can be coupled to extend human cognition and enhance human 
performance.

• Associate Professor Lee Humphreys, Department of Communication, Cornell 
University. 

Her research has explored mobile phone use in public spaces, emerging 
norms on mobile social networks, and the privacy and surveillance implica-
tions of location-based services. Her recent scholarship tries to historicize 
social media into a broader context of communication practices. Often using 
qualitative field methods, she focuses on how people integrate communication 
technology in their everyday lives in order to facilitate identity management 
and social interaction.

Division Structure
There are eleven divisions presenting at the NordMedia 2015 conference, and in 
addition six temporary working groups.

There are one new division and three new temporary working groups for the 
NordMedia2015 conference.

Divisons
1. Environment, Science, and Risk Communication

2. Journalism Studies

3. Media and Communication History

4. Media, Globalization, and Social Change

5. Media Literacy and Media Education

6. Media Management, Economics, and Policy

7. Film Studies

8. Organization, Communication, and Society
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9. Political Communication

10. Theory, Philosophy, and Ethics of Communication

11. Television Studies (New)

Temporary Working Groups
1. Media and Religion

2. Digital Games and Playful Media

3. Nordic Media, War, and Conflict

4. Media and Celebrity Culture (New)

5. Researching Cross-Media Communication (New)

6. Media Across the Life Course (New)

More Information
Please consult the NordMedia15 website – http://nordmedia2015.ku.dk/ – where 
updated information will be available.

Chairs of the organizing committee:

Christa Lykke Christensen, christal@hum.ku.dk
Anne Jerslev, jerslev@hum.ku.dk

See you in Copenhagen!
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