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Research on media and diversity has mainly focused on
content analysis, or more precisely, on how immigrants are
covered by the mass media.
This book concentrates on the
media workers themselves,
and on mass media organizations. News journalists with
immigrant backgrounds responded to interview questions
such as: How do journalists
with immigrant backgrounds experience their working
conditions, career possibilities, and their possibilities of
influencing media coverage? and How does ethnic diversity contribute to a change in the media coverage? Field
studies were conducted in both Swedish and German
newsrooms in order to explore diversity in practice. The
volume deals also with the mass media as organization
and with diversity from a theoretical stance by addressing the following question: What are the possibilities and
limitations of mass media organizations in managing diversity issues in accordance with the common ideals of
equal opportunity? Diversity management is discussed
as one possible option.
This book is the result of a multidisciplinary project
that brings together work in sociology, journalism and
media studies in order to analyze cultural diversity in
media organizations.
Following articles are included: Introduction (Heike
Graf & Jan Inge Jönhill), Exploring Media and Ethnic
Diversity in Sweden and Germany (Gunilla Hultén &
Heike Graf), Mass Media Organizations and Managing
Diversity: Possibilities and Limitations. From a Communicational System Theoretical Perspective (Jan Inge
Jönhill), Diversity Disorders. Ethnicity and Newsroom
Cultures (Gunilla Hultén), Examining Ethnicity in German Newsrooms (Heike Graf), and Making a (small)
Difference? Swedish Media Workers’ Views on the Contributions of their Ethnic Minority Colleagues (Leonor
Camauër).

The contemporary media culture raises more complex issues than ever before. Digital
technologies, and advances of
media such as the Internet, have
driven the development. In this
changing media landscape,
traditional media, such as television, radio and newspapers,
remain powerful, but their preconditions are affected.
‘A Sampler of International
Media and Communication Statistics 2010’ is a collection and compilation of statistics from a large number of
sources. The aim of the publication is to provide a comprehensive overview of international media and communication statistics, primarily concerning television and the
Internet, but also, to a lesser extent, newspapers and radio.
The emphasis of this publication is on the Internet
and television. These two sections are divided into two
parts, respectively ‘The world’ for comparisons between
different parts of the world, and in ‘Regions’ for comparisons within different parts of the globe.

Small among Giants

Television Broadcasting in Smaller Countries
Gregory Ferrell Lowe & Christian S. Nissen (eds.),
Nordicom, 2011, 231 p., ISBN 978-91-86523-16-9, (Research Anthologies and Monographs).
Big countries and major markets are often proposed as
models for TV broadcasting
everywhere. This is evident in
the development of European
media policies and strategic
renewal. It is taken for granted
that such offer suitable and
desirable models for smaller
countries. This book questions
that assumption on the basis
of empirical research. Does a
media market in a country with
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a few million people and far less GDP have the same
opportunities as countries with many times the population or wealth? Does the same logic apply in all cases?
The need for clarification is urgent given contemporary
trends in ex ante regulation, and aggressive media lobbying that rests on an untested belief that one-size-fits-all.
The research and analyses presented in this book confronts the presumption, concluding that in crucial respects one-size policies do not fit all countries anymore
than one-size strategies fit all companies. There are important differences in size-related factors that establish
limits in how TV broadcasting can be organized and operated. The book will reward close attention by policymakers and strategic managers alike, and makes a timely
contribution to scholarship on the topic.

Communicating Risks
Towards the Threat Society

Stig A. Nohrstedt (ed.), Nordicom, 2011, 224 p., ISBN
978-91-86523-13-8, (Research Anthologies and Monographs).
Communicating risks is an increasingly complicated
task in contemporary society.
Risks travel physically as well
as discursively between continents, countries and cultures.
Globalization itself has actualized new alleged risks in politics, media and public debates.
Globalization and conflicts
have become major issues. The
growth of xenophobia and populism of various kinds has lead
to dramatic changes in geographical and mental maps. In what direction globalization will take us depends on how the media portray the
possibilities and problems associated with it.
This volume is a contribution to these discussions,
particularly with respect to the theme of media repre-

sentations of identity conflicts connected to imagined
dangers and risks in late modernity. It provides analytical tools for improved understanding of the multifaceted
ways in which communication about different kinds
of threats relates to social and cultural integration and
hence has consequences for trust and legitimacy in society.
One major focus is on the media’s role and the consequences of mediatized risk constructions as threats. But
the authors also study risk rhetoric in various contexts,
threat and risk communication within organizational settings, management decisions in media companies when
a mega-news item breaks, citizens’ use of and expectations regarding mobile emergency call techniques or
how communication systems for incident reports cause
internal identity and competence conflicts. The authors
are leading researchers in the field of mediated risk communication and rhetoric in the Nordic countries.
Following articles are included: Introduction (Stig
A. Nohrstedt), Threat Society and the Media (Stig A.
Nohrstedt), Risk Communication from a Rhetorical Perspective (Birgitte Mral, Helena Hansson & Orla Vigsø),
Journalistic Norms, Organizational Identity and Crisis
Decision-Making in PSB News Organizations (Johanna
Jääsaari & Eva-Karin Olsson), The “Climate Threat”
and Constructions of Identity in Swedish News Media
(Ulrika Olausson), What is Threatening the West? Islam/Communism, Religion/Politics and the Rational/
Irrational Discourse (Anna Roosvall), Constructing
‘Close’ and ‘Distant’ Muslim Identities. The Mohammed
Cartoon in the Swedish Newspaper Nerikes Allehanda
(Leonor Camauër), “[O]ne Should not Say Anything
with which One’s Enemies Agree”. Norms of Rhetorical Citizenship in the Danish Foreign Policy Debate
(Lisa S. Villadsen), Conceptions of Emergency Calls.
Emergency Communication in an Age of Mobile Communication and Prevalence of Anxiety (Mats Eriksson),
and Discourses and Identity Positionings in Chemical
Plant Employees’ Accounts of Incident Reporting (Joel
Rasmussen).

http://www.nordicom.gu.se/eng.php?portal=publ&main=
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New literature (A selection from Nordicom’s database NCOM)
Denmark

Documentalist: Maria Hvid Stenalt
Interface criticism – aesthetics beyond
the buttons
Christian Ulrik Andersen & Søren Pold, Aarhus,
Aarhus Universitetsforlag, 2011, 295 p., ISBN 978-877934-504-1.
Interface Criticism is not ano
ther design manual but a critical
investigation for readers interested in the aesthetic, cultural
and political dimensions of interfaces. With contributions
from leading researchers within
the field, the book covers a wide
range of aesthetic expressions –
including urban screens, wearable interfaces, performances,
games, net-art, software art,
and sound art, and discusses how new cultures evolve
around, for example, open source or live coding.

Fictional space in participatory design
of engaging interactive environments
Christian Dindler, Aarhus, Aarhus Universitet, Institut for Informations- og Medievidenskab, 2010, 129 p.,
Ph.D. thesis.
This dissertation addresses the topic of designing engaging interactive environments and is positioned in the intersection between participatory design, design theory,
and interaction design. This topic has been addressed
through a research program on designing engaging interactive exhibition spaces for museums and science
centres. The dissertation is composed of seven research
papers framed by a general overview that summarises
the arguments made in the papers and outlines related
work and research method. The contribution reflects a
dual yet intertwined concern for understanding engagement in exhibition spaces and shaping design inquiries
around the notion of engaging interactive environments.

Fact, fiction and faction
Jørgen Dines Johansen & Leif Søndergaard, Odense,
Syddansk Universitetsforlag, 2010, 169 p., ISBN 97887-7674-430-4.
This collection of articles analyzes important aspects of the
complex relationships in the
contemporary world between
fact on the one hand and fiction
and faction, history and counterfactual history on the other.
The borderline between the two
realms has been increasingly
complicated and blurred during
recent decades. This does not
make the distinction between
what is real and what is fiction irrelevant but it now takes
a lot more scholarly effort to make such a distinction or
to figure out exactly to what extent and in what ways the
border between the two has been blurred.
The media present facts in a manner that makes them
look like fiction, and conversely fiction is presented as
if it were facts. Games significantly influence the way
in which reality is perceived. Historians analyze counterfactual scenarios. Within literature, fiction and faction
have always been mixed but this blending has developed
significantly in the context of postmodernism. Autobiography often blends the discourses of the factual and the
fictional in a performative way.

Digital content creation

Perceptions, practices and perspectives
Kirsten Drotner & Kim Christian Schrøder (eds.),
New York, Peter Lang, 2010, 323 p., ISBN 978-1-43310696-5, (New literacies and digital epistemologies; 46).
The formative role played
by digital communication in
knowledge-based societies is
widely acknowledged. Not
least, young people’s rapid
adoption of a variety of social
software applications serves
to challenge existing forms of
communication for learning,
since these innovations allow
and assume users’ own creation,
sharing, and editing of content.
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This volume presents advanced research on digital content creation, its socio-cultural contexts, and educational
consequences. In the midst of ubiquitous commercial
hype about digital innovation, as well as policy concerns, the volume offers the sobering perspectives of
theory-driven empirical research, in order to examine
the complexities, highlight the nuances, and illuminate
the pedagogical affordances of creative digital contents.
This book brings together the work of an international
group of scholars from a range of disciplines including
media and ICT studies, education, psychology, anthropology, sociology, and cultural studies.

Consumption challenged

Food in medialised everyday lives
Bente Halkier, Surrey, Ashgate Publishing Group,
2010, 222 p., ISBN 978-0-7546-7476-4.
In public debates, communication campaigns and public
policies, it is increasingly common to attribute to consumers
and their agency an ability to
help solve a broad array of societal problems. This tendency
is particularly clear in the field
of food consumption, owing to
the fact that food is both materially and symbolically central
for consumers in everyday life
as well as for large scale institutionalized dynamics. In
order to shed light on the challenges facing food consumption, this volume takes an innovative theoretical
approach, presenting four empirical Danish case studies
which are compared with other analyses drawn from the
wider international context. Consumption Challenged
will appeal not only to sociologists of consumption,
risk and the environment, but also to policy makers and
researchers in the fields of geography, communication,
media, governance and social psychology.

International handbook of internet
research
Jeremy Hunsinger, Lisbeth Klastrup & Matthew Allen
(eds.), London, Springer Verlag, 2010, 512 p., ISBN 9781-4020-9788-1, ISBN (electronic) 978-1-4020-9789-8.
The handbook gives a detailed
introduction to the numerous
academic perspectives we can
apply to the study of the internet as a political, social and
communicative phenomenon.
Covering both practical and
theoretical angles, established
researchers from around the
world discuss everything: the
foundations of internet research
appear alongside chapters on
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understanding and analyzing current examples of online
activities and artifacts. The material covers all continents
and explores in depth subjects such as networked gaming, economics and the law.

Media convergence

The three degrees of network, mass, and
interpersonal communication
Klaus Bruhn Jensen, London, Routledge, 2010,
195 p., ISBN 978-0-415-48204-2, ISBN (electronic)
0203855485.
The development of digital media presents a unique opportunity to reconsider what communication is, and what individuals, groups, and societies might
hope to accomplish through
new as well as old media. At
a time when digital media still
provoke both utopian and dystopian views of their likely consequences, Klaus Bruhn Jensen
places these ‘new’ media in a
comparative perspective together with ‘old’ mass media
and face-to-face communication, restating the two classic questions of media studies: what do media do to people, and what do people do with media? Media Convergence makes a distinction between three general types of
media: the human body enabling communication in the
flesh; the technically reproduced means of mass communication; and the digital technologies facilitating interaction one-to-one, one-to-many, as well as many-to-many.

Transported essence or
collaborative telling?

Towards a narrative vocabulary of corporate
identity
Trine Susanne Johansen, Aarhus, Aarhus University, Aarhus School of Business, Department of Language and Business Communication, 2010, 234 p., ISBN
9788778824844. Ph.D. thesis.
Which implications follow from (re)conceptualising
corporate identity within a narrative framework in relation to how organisations view, work with and story
themselves? In other words: what vocabulary and practices are made available to organisations when communication is viewed as narrative constructions of identity
rather than as a means of expressing identity?

Ground wars

Personalized political communication in American
campaigns
Rasmus Kleis Nielsen, New York, Columbia University, 2010, 342 p., Ph.D. thesis.
The dissertation deals with door-to-door canvassing
and phone banking as forms of “personalized political

communication”-premeditated practices that use people
as media for political communication. The author analyzes what political operatives in the United States call
the “ground war” to identify its implications for how we
understand processes of political communication and for
how we understand political organizations and political
participation. On the basis of data from ten months of
ethnographic fieldwork in two congressional districts
during the 2008 elections, the author will argue that personalized political communication on the large scale we
have seen in recent years – where more than forty percent of the population has been contacted in person – requires resources well beyond what the campaign organizations built around individual candidates command and
is pursued instead by wider “campaign assemblages.”

The Danish directors 2

Dialogues on the new Danish fiction cinema
Eva Novrup Redvall, Eva Jørholt & Mette Hjort,
Bristol, Intellect, 2010, ISBN 9781841502717.
Over the last two decades or
so, the New Danish Cinema
has established itself as an important source of cinematic renewal and innovation, and as a
model for how small, minor or
peripheral cinemas can survive
in an industry dominated by
Global Hollywood. Following
in the footsteps of criticallyacclaimed “The Danish Directors: Dialogues On A Contemporary National Cinema
(Volume I)” (2000, Intellect), “The Danish Directors
(Volume II)” provides a practitioner’s perspective on the
social, cultural, and economic milieus in which Danish
film-makers have been able to develop their practice,
and to thrive. With insider information about the making, marketing and distribution of award-winning films,
and interviews with seminal directors such as Anders
Thomas Jensen, Annette K. Olesen, and Lone Scherfig,
“The Danish Directors” allows readers entry into what
might seem to be a forbidding body of work. The editors
are knowledgeable and sensitive interrogators, and their
appreciation of the specific qualities of each director’s
work elicits thoughtful replies. This volume will appeal
to students, scholars, and cinephiles alike.

www.nordicom.gu.se/eng.php?portal=mr&main=
117

Finland

Documentalist: Päivi Lukin
Making news with citizens

Public journalism and professional reflexivity in Finnish newspapers
Laura Ahva, Tampere, Tampere University Press, 2010,
316 p., ISBN (electronic) 978-951-44-8288-5, (Acta
Electronica Universitatis Tamperensis; 0120). Doctoral
dissertation. Available also on the Internet.
The dissertation discusses practices of public journalism in
three Finnish newspapers: Helsingin Sanomat (national), Aamulehti (regional) and Itä-Häme
(local). The overall research
task is: What is public journalism, how and why has it been
applied and interpreted in three
Finnish newspapers, and what
kind of professional reflections
by journalists have these approaches elicited? Qualitative content analysis of news
stories and journalists’ interviews has been utilized as a
method of analysis.

Construing and defining the out of
control
Forms of addiction in the media 1968-2008.

Matilda Hellman, Helsinki, Svenska social- och kommunalhögskolan vid Helsingfors universitet, 2011, 146
p., ISBN (electronic) 987-952-10-5214-9, (SSKH skrifter; 28). Doctoral dissertation. Available also on the Internet.
The article dissertation produces new information on the
presentation and construction
of addiction in the mass media
during the period 1968-2008.
Diachronic surveys as well as
quantitative and qualitative
content analyses were undertaken to discern trends during
the period in question and to
investigate underlying conceptions of the problems in contemporary media presentations. The research material
for the three articles consists of a sample of 200 texts
from Finland’s biggest daily newspaper, Helsingin Sanomat, from the period 1968-2006. The fourth study examines English-language tabloid material published on the
Internet in 2005-2008.
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Rethinking media pluralism

A critique of theories and policy discourses
Kari Karppinen, Helsinki, Helsingin yliopisto, Viestinnän oppiaine, 2010, ISBN (electronical) 978-95210-6649-8, 228 p., (Publications of the Department of
Social Research; 4). Doctoral dissertation.
This study examines different
ways in which the concept of
media pluralism has been theorized and used in contemporary
media policy debates. Access to
a broad range of different political views and cultural expressions is often regarded as a selfevident value in both theoretical
and political debates on media
and democracy. Opinions on the
meaning and nature of media
pluralism as a theoretical, political or empirical concept,
however, are many, and it can easily be adjusted to different political purposes. The study aims to analyse the
ambiguities surrounding the concept of media pluralism
in two ways: by deconstructing its normative roots from
the perspective of democratic theory, and by examining
its different uses, definitions and underlying rationalities
in current European media policy debates.

Living with the media

Analysing talk about information
and communication technology
Jari Luomanen, Tampere, Tampere University Press,
2010, 299 p., ISBN 978-951-44-8243-4, ISBN (electronic) 978-951-44-8244-1, (Media studies), (Acta
Electronica Universitatis Tamperensis; 1005). Doctoral
dissertation.
In this study the emphasis is on
understanding the significance
of and the moralities related to
the media and mobile communication devices to individuals
in the context of everyday life.
The main interest of the study
is: how do people account for
the uses and meanings of media
and technology in various contexts of their everyday lives.
The focus of the study is on discoursive practices related to the way people fashion their accounts in order to
align themselves with the more or less shared values of
the surrounding culture.
The study utilizes the data gathered in the Media and
Everyday Life research project. The qualitative data set
consists of 68 interviews in which a total of 100 people participated. The interview schedule was formulated

around various media and communication devices (e.g.
television, Internet, mobile phone, radio, newspapers
and magazines, music and films) that ordinary people
use and spend time with during their day-to-day lives
and the data was analyzed through discourse analysis.

Bullying

Contexts, consequences, and control
Maili Pörhölä & Terry A. Kinney, Barcelona, Editorial
Aresta, 2010, 120 p., ISBN 978-849-38-2601-7.
Bullying is a form of social
interaction that surfaces in
and across a variety of social
contexts that often prevents
individuals from becoming accepted group members due, in
part, to how it labels, frames,
and disadvantages individuals.
In this book the authors discuss and synthesize the extant
research on bullying among
children at school and adults
at work, and in face-to-face and online contexts, across
the world. The authors’ main theme is that bullying is a
serious, pan-cultural social problem that needs to be addressed by understanding its contexts and consequences,
and by disseminating information on prevention, intervention, and treatment programs. Given that bullying is
a social process, our approach is grounded in a communication perspective as a way to examine the contents,
interpersonal dynamics, and social effects of bullying. In
addition, we also discuss prevention, intervention, and
treatment strategies that may be carried out in educational and work settings to reduce incidences of bullying and
to promote supportive and healthy relationships.

Journalism and school shootings in
Finland 2007-2008

dia, and how to approach victims, their families and the
eyewitnesses.

Rhetorics of Nordic democracy
Jussi Kurunmäki & Johan Strang (eds.), Helsinki,
Finnish Literature Society, 2010, (Studia Fennica, Historica, ISSN 1458-526X ; 17), ISBN 978-952-222-228-2.
Democracy is today a concept that is overwhelmingly
positively evaluated almost
everywhere, but even the most
universalistic oriented accounts
generally discuss a number
of paradigmatic cases such as
Athenian democracy, French
democracy, or American democracy. A lot has been written about socio-economic and
cultural backgrounds of democratic regimes as well as their institutional settings. By
contrast, not much is known about the political manoeuvres and speech acts by which “democracy” has been
tied to particular regions and cultures in concrete historical situations. This book discusses a series of efforts to
rhetorically produce and reproduce a particular Nordic
version of democracy. It will show that the rhetorical
figure “Nordic democracy” was a product of the age
of totalitarianism and the Cold War. It will explore the
ways in which “Nordic democracy” was used, mainly
by the social democrats, to provide the welfare politics
with cultural and historical legitimacy and foundations,
and thus acknowledge the ideological and geopolitical
context in which the “Nordic welfare state” was conceptualised and canonised.

Captured by conventions

On objectivity and factuality in international news
agency discourse

Pentti Raittila, Kari Koljonen & Jari Väliverronen,
Tampere, Tampere University Press, 2010, 89 p., ISBN
978-951-44-8227-4.

Stenvall, Maija, Helsinki, Helsinki University, 2011,
360 p., ISBN 978-952-10-6775-4, (PIC Monographs; 7).
Doctoral dissertation.

Two school shootings in Finland (Jokela in 2007 and
Kauhajoki in 2008) resulted in
the death of 20 people, and they
shook not only the foundations
of Finnish society but also of
the profession that reported
about the tragedies.
This report is based on research conducted on school
shootings at the University of
Tampere Journalism Research and Development Centre between 2008 and 2009. The analysis concentrates
on both the journalistic texts published on the shootings
and journalists’ actions on the scene. Special attention is
given to issues that were considered particularly problematic, such as the portrayal of the shooters in the me-

The thesis explores the discourse of two global news
agencies, the Associated Press (AP) and Reuters, which
together with the French AFP are generally regarded as
the world s leading news distributors. A glance at the
guidelines given by AP and Reuters to their journalists
shows that these two news agencies make a lot of effort to strive for objectivity the well-known journalistic
ideal, which, however, is an almost indefinable concept.
The study includes six case studies dealing with the following topics: metaphors in political reporting, terrorism discourse, terrorism fears, emotions more generally,
unnamed sources as rhetorical constructs, and responsibility in the convention of attribution. The author’s
linguistic analyses draws mainly on M.A.K. Halliday s
Systemic Functional Grammar, on notions of transitivity,
ergativity, nominalisation and grammatical metaphor.
The appraisal framework, too, is used in analyses.
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Norway

Documentalist: Ragnhild Mølster
Global climate – local journalisms

A transnational study of how media make sense of
climate summits
Elisabeth Eide, Risto Kunelius & Ville Kumpu (eds.),
Bochum, Projekt Verlag, 2010, 354 p., ISBN 978-389733-226-3, (Global Journalism Research Series).
Mitigation and adaption policies
called for by climate change
challenge transnational politics
and media in hitherto unforeseen ways. The UN climate
summits represent a unique
form of global media events
where enormous amounts of
knowledge production, economic lobbying, civic activism
and political bargaining for a
moment come together. In this
anthology, researchers from the MediaClimate network
look at how journalism in different corners of the world
interprets, domesticates and analyses such events, particularly the Copenhagen summit in December 2009. The
book provides an empirically based, diverse and critical
view of the limits and possibilities of journalism in the
era of increasingly global problems. MediaClimate network consists of media scholars from 19 countries and
all continents: Australia, Bangladesh, Brazil, Canada,
Chile, China, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, El Salvador,
Germany, Israel, Indonesia, Norway, Pakistan, Russia,
South Africa, Sweden and USA.

Media in motion

Cultural complexity and migration in the Nordic
region
Elisabeth Eide & Kaarina Nikunen (eds.), Aldershot,
Ashgate Publishing Group, 2010, 296 p., ISBN 978-14094-0446-0.
Owing to increased migration
dating from the 1990s, Nordic
countries have gone through
substantial cultural and social
changes, resulting in increased
debate surrounding the politics
of multiculturalism. One of the
central realms of the discussion
around multiculturalism in the
Nordic region concerns the media, which is considered to be a
vital factor in the construction
of society’s values, as well as
an essential tool in the integration process of migrants,
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providing as it does a symbolic arena for learning about
and becoming part of society. This collection draws together the latest research from Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden to look at different aspects of the relationship between media and migration in the Nordic
region. Exploring the role played by the media in nation
building and the power of the media in the definition of
who ‘belongs’ in society, “Media in Motion” examines
the practices of inclusion and exclusion that characterise
mainstream media representations. The book also examines the manner in which recent technological changes
suggest the emergence of a transnational and cosmopolitan media landscape; a space which blurs the boundaries
of the national and transnational, as well as between the
public and the private, with significant implications for
the ways migrants may take and become part of society.

The idea of the public sphere – a reader
Jostein Gripsrud, Hallvard Moe, Anders Molander &
Graham Murdock (eds.), Lanham, Boulder, New York,
Toronto, Plymouth, Lexington Books, 2010, 332 p.,
ISBN 9780739141984 (paper), ISBN 9780739141977
(cloth), ISBN 9780739141991 (electronic).
The notion of “the public
sphere” has become increasingly central to theories and
studies of democracy, media,
and culture over the last few decades. It has also gained political importance in the context of
the European Union’s efforts to
strengthen democracy, integration, and identity. The Idea of
the Public Sphere offers a wideranging introduction to one of
the most influential ideas in modern social and political thought, tracing its development from the origins of
modern democracy in the Eighteenth Century to present
day debates. This book brings key texts by the leading
contributors in the field together in a single volume. It
explores current topics such as the role of religion in
public affairs, the implications of the internet for organizing public deliberation, and the transnationalisation
of public issues.
List of Contributors Hannah Arendt, Seyla Benhabib, James Bohman, John Dewey, Jon Elster, Nancy Fraser, Jürgen Habermas, G.W.F. Hegel, Immanuel Kant,
Alexander Kluge, Walter Lippmann, Niklas Luhmann,
Chantal Mouffe, Oskar Negt, Bernhard Peters, John
Rawls, Carl Schmitt, and Joseph Schumpeter. Edited in
collaboration with Martin Eide, Karl Knapskog, Leif Johan Larsen, Leif Ove Larsen & Peter Larsen.

The public sphere
Jostein Gripsrud, Hallvard Moe, Anders Molander
& Graham Murdock (eds.), Los Angeles, Sage Publications Ltd, 2011, 1672 p., ISBN 9781848607842.
The idea of the public sphere as
the space where citizens come
together to deliberate on issues
of common concern and to critique and influence the government has been one of the most
influential and contested concepts since the beginnings of
debates on the constitution of
democracy. It remains central
to contemporary issues such as
the democratic potential of the
internet, the challenges posed by the resurgence of fundamentalisms, and the possibilities for a post-national,
cosmopolitan, political order in the age of globalization.
This four volume major reference collection is a ‘musthave’ guide to the idea of the public sphere, its history,
the ongoing struggles over its meaning and importance
to democracy, and its continuing relevance to emerging
issues.
Volume One: Defining the Public Sphere, Volume
Two: The Political Public Sphere, Volume Three: The
Cultural Public Sphere, Volume Four: The Future of the
Public Sphere.

The South is talking back

Al Jazeera English as a strategic contra-flow
Tine Ustad Figenschou, Oslo, =/-Gruppen AS, 2010,
276 p. Ph.d afhandling.
The Qatar-based satellite channel Al Jazeera English
(AJE), launched on November 15 2006, features an

ambitious, alternative editorial agenda: It aims to “balance, report back and challenge” mainstream, Western
media flows. This thesis examines the overarching research question: To what extent does Al Jazeera English
represent a satellite news contra-flow? Adapting the
contra-flow debate to the increasingly complex transnational satellite news landscape and relating the analysis
to global power structures, the thesis examines AJE in
relation to the vital contexts of Quatari media system and
ownership. AJE’s editorial and production strategies are
analysed, as well as its news output. Expanding the news
flows literature and the research on media-elite relations,
the empirical analysis of AJE examines the points where
the mainstream and the alternative converge on each of
these levels. Based on extensive content analysis, qualitative interviews and document analysis, these issues are
examined in five journal articles (part 2), contextualized
and overviewed in the covering paper (part 1). The thesis addresses AJE’s relationship with its Qatari owners
and illuminates key structural limitations affecting the
channel. AJE is vital in Qatari foreign policy and public
diplomacy strategy, and thus serves as a strategic contra-flow for Qatari authorities. On the level of editorial
agendas and production strategies, the thesis examines
the channel’s particular emphasis on its southern presence, the policy of employing local correspondents,
and the channel’s cooperation with the wider Al Jazeera
Network. The analysis emphasizes the channel’s aim to
professionalize an alternative agenda, and highlights the
dilemmas and conflicts caused by this inherent structural
contradiction. Thirdly, examining how the contra-flows
of news are different from mainstream satellite news,
the thesis analyses AJE’s editorial distinctiveness as
evidenced in its news output. It finds that the channel’s
news are characterized by a Southern emphasis, an alternative source hierarchy, and dramatic visualizations of
civilian suffering.

www.nordicom.gu.se/eng.php?portal=mr&main=
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Sweden

Documentalist: Roger Palmqvist
Not so silent

Women in cinema before sound
Sofia Bull & Astrid Söderbergh Widding (eds.),
Stockholm, Acta Universitatis Stockholmiensis, 2010,
370 p., ISBN 978-91-86071-40-0.
”The work of the Women and the
Silent Screen Conferences [...]
is to collectively create a new
realm of cinema history, neither
‘the’ history, nor ‘a’ history, but
a strange double world.” These
words are from Jane Gaines in
her keynote address for the fifth
Women and the Silent Screen
Conference, held at the Stockholm University in 2008. This
proceedings volume gives a representative picture of the breadth of the conference.
The rich and varied contributions address theoretical issues around this double world of “cinematification”
and feminist historiography, advancing questions on the
authorship of pioneering female filmmakers and the role
of female stars in early cinema. Other topics explored
include transnationalism, the performance of femininity,
fandom and fashioning, and branding within the studio
system. The diversity of subjects in this volume reveals
both the complexity and the problems of the field of
research that the Women and the Silent Screen Conferences represent. Not only do these papers deal with wellknown, concrete issues within feminist scholarship, but
they also consider a more fundamental question: that of
the medium as such in its early years, and its conceptualisation within a feminist scholarly framework.

Online territories

Globalization, mediated practice and social space
Miyase Christensen, André Jansson & Christian
Christensen (eds.), New York, Bern, Berlin, Bruxelles,
Frankfurt am Main, Oxford, Wien, Peter Lang, 2011, 320
p., ISBN 978-1-4331-0798-6, (Digital Formations; 61).
Online Territories brings key research and writings in the interdisciplinary study of new media
and society together to answer
questions arising from the ways
in which online technologies
are currently being envisioned,
used, and experienced. The book
offers an up-to-date contextualization of online practices and
explores, from a variety of perspectives, the emergence of new
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experiences and routines in relation to – and new conceptions of – social space. This volume addresses the need for
further, research-based contextualization of preexisting
theories related with globalization, mobility, citizenship
and civic participation, socio-spatial dynamics, network
society, and others. Online territories are traced in relation
to three distinct and interrelated pathways – the everyday;
the civic and the public; and the transnational/translocal –
by taking mediation, communicative practice, and social
space as departure points.
Contributors: Miyase Christensen, André Jansson,
Christian Christensen), Jonathan Lillie, Cornel Sandvoss,
Holly Kruse, Kristoffer Gansing, Thomas Tufte, Liesbet
van Zoonen, Laura Stein, David Phillips, Patrick Burkart,
Myria Georgiou, Olga G. Bailey and David Morley.

History of participatory media
Politics and publics, 1750-2000

Anders Ekström, Solveig Jülich, Frans Lundgren &
Per Wisselgren (eds.), New York, Routledge, 2011., ISBN
978-0-415-88068-8, (Routledge studies in cultural history).
This book argues for a historical
perspective on issues relating
to the notion of participatory
media. Working from a broad
concept of media – including essays on the 19th century
press, early sound media, photography, exhibitions, television
and the internet – the book offers a broad empirical approach
to different modes of audience
participation from the mid 19th
century to the present. Using
the insights from the historical case studies, the book
also explores some of the key concepts in discussions
on the politics of participation, arguing for a theoretical
perspective sensitive to the asymmetries that characterize the distribution of agency in the relationship between
media and users.
Scholarly discussions on participatory media now occur in several fields. This book argues that all of these
discussions are all too often obscured by a rhetoric of
newness, assuming that participatory media is something
unique in history, radical and revolutionary. By challenging the historiography implicit in this rhetoric, the book
also engages in a discussion of issues of more general
relevance to the multidisciplinary field of media history.
Contributors: Anders Ekström, Solveig Jülich, Frans
Lundgren, Per Wisselgren, Patrik Lundell, Mathias
Boström, Mark B. Sandberg, Lotten Gustafsson Reinius,
Ylva Habel, Lisa Gitelman, Solveig Jülich and Bodil
Axelsson).

Collaborating and communicating in
new media – Wiki’s, social networks
and blogs
A qualitative and quantitative approach

Gené van Heerden, Luleå tekniska universitet, 2010,
ISBN 978-91-7439-153-4, (Doctoral Thesis). Available
on the Internet.
The Web 2.0 environment has created a platform where
the power and voice have shifted from organization to
market. Communities, networks and the developments
in information communication technologies have enabled the average consumer to become an active participant in creating and recreating value.
This thesis identified three categories of the Web 2.0
environment Open Source, social networks and blogs to
illustrate that valuable information exists in these platforms. This information is at the core of the collaboration activities and provides opportunities to develop
competence in market knowledge. New ways of doing
research and creating dialogue are needed in these collaborative platforms.
This thesis reports on the five studies conducted in the
Web 2.0 environment and the impact on collaboration and
communication with the market. In the first instance, the
nature of Open Source projects creates opportunities for
organizations to collaborate and create value. Secondly,
networks provide organizations with valuable information
specifically with regards to structure and relationships.
Lastly, this thesis discusses the importance of learning
about blogs and the collaborative nature of these tools by
including the perceptions of both blog readers and bloggers. Furthermore organizations need to understand the
structure of such tools in order to leverage on its collaborative capabilities. The thesis concludes with the insights
gained from these issues to provide organizations the opportunity to listen to the voice of the market in an attempt
to optimize on the opportunities that exist.

Paranormal media

Audiences, spirits, and magic in popular culture
Annette Hill, London, Routledge, 2010, 224 p., ISBN
978-0-415-54462-7.
The book offers a, timely exploration of the extraordinary,
unexplained and supernatural
in popular culture, looking in
unusual places in order to understand this phenomenon.
Early spirit forms such as magic
lantern shows or the spirit photograph are re-imagined as a
search for extraordinary experiences in reality TV, ghost tourism, and live shows. Through
a popular cultural ethnography, and critical analysis in
social and cultural theory, this book presents an original and rigorous examination of people’s experiences of

spirits and magic. In popular culture, people are players in an orchestral movement about what happens to
us when we die. In a very real sense the audience is the
show. This book is the story of audiences and their participation in a show about matters of life and death.

After the Internet, before democracy
Competing norms in Chinese media and society

Johan Lagerkvist, Bern, Berlin, Bruxelles, Frankfurt
am Main, New York, Oxford, Wien, Peter Lang, 2010,
325 p., ISBN 978-3-0343-0435-1, ISBN (electronic)
978-3-0351-0109-6.
China has lived with the Internet for nearly two decades. Will
increased Internet use, with new
possibilities to share information and discuss news and politics, lead to democracy, or will it
to the contrary sustain a nationalist supported authoritarianism
that may eventually contest the
global information order?
This book takes stock of
the ongoing tug of war between
state power and civil society on and off the Internet, a
phenomenon that is fast becoming the centerpiece in the
Chinese Communist Party’s struggle to stay in power indefinitely. It interrogates the dynamics of this enduring
contestation, before democracy, by following how Chinese society travels from getting access to the Internet to
our time having the world’s largest Internet population.
Pursuing the rationale of Internet regulation, the rise of
the Chinese blogosphere and citizen journalism, Internet
irony, online propaganda, the relation between state and
popular nationalism, and finally the role of social media
to bring about China’s democratization, this book offers
a fresh and provocative perspective on the arguable role
of media technologies in the process of democratization,
by applying social norm theory to illuminate the competition between the Party-state norm and the youth/subaltern norm in Chinese media and society.

Neither fish nor fowl

Educational broadcasting in Sweden 1930–2000
Maija Runcis & Bengt Sandin, Lund, Nordic Academic Press, 2010, 208 p., ISBN 978-91-85509-15-7.
Educational media has been
a contested arena in the creation and communication of the
Swedish welfare system – it
was an important instrument
of modernization. In Neither
Fish nor Fowl historians Bengt
Sandin and Maija Runcis have
a close look on how the educational broadcasting was negotiated between government agen-
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cies, public inquiries, political and professional interests.
The state authorities, civil society organizations, educators and journalists had strong opinions about the role
of educational broadcast media that reflected a desire to
form the future.
Educational programmes were also part of a public
service system which increasingly emphasized its independence from state control. But was broadcast education to be a part of public service, a government agency
or something else – a red herring? This study provides
insights into the struggle over the role of educational media and the political communication in the welfare state.

This material was analysed with the help of feminist
technoscience methodologies, foremost agential realism
and diffraction.
This is a compilation thesis based on five research
papers.

Sitting on the fence – critical
explorations of participatory practices
in IT design

The studies in this dissertation investigate various aspects of news media influence in mediated democracies.
The main purpose of this dissertation is to test several
theories, or theoretically grounded claims, regarding the
relationship between political actors and the news media on the one hand, and between the news media and
citizens on the other. The theories that are investigated
apply to slightly different areas within the political communication research field but are all focused on various
aspects of the political influence of the news media.

Johanna Sefyrin, Sundsvall, Mittuniversitetet, Institutionen för informationsteknologi och medier, 2010, 99
p., ISBN (electronic) 978-91-86073-66-4, (Mid Sweden
University doctoral thesis; 80). Available on the Internet.
This thesis is about participation in IT design. The problem
background that I have outlined
is that information technologies
have far reaching consequences
for societies and for individuals,
and that the design of information technologies is one among
many practices that shape the
world in which we live. From
a democratic point of view it is
crucial that also women should
be involved in these reality producing practices. In relation to this there are at least two stories about women’s
participation in IT design; one about their absence from
IT design, and one about their inclusion therein. Based
on this problem background the purpose of the authors
research is to critically explore participatory IT design
practices, with a special focus on gender, power and
knowledge. In order to fulfil the purpose three research
questions are formulated: Who participated in the IT design practices? How did knowledge come into being in
these practices? How was responsibility enacted?
The frame of reference is based on two research
fields. One is Participatory Design (PD) with its focus
on practitioners as co-designers in IT design practices,
and the other is feminist technoscience which focuses
on theories, methods, approaches, knowledge processes,
and gender in technoscience practices. These two frameworks shares an interest in power relations and democratic participation in IT design. The empirical material
was gathered with the help of ethnographic methods,
and comes from a large IT design project in a Swedish
government agency. The project was an eGovernment
project, and a central objective was to rationalise the
business. The focus was some (women) administrative
officers who participated as business process analysts.

Media matter

The political influences of the news media
Adam Shehata, Sundsvall, Mittuniversitetet, Institutionen för informationsteknologi och medier, 2010, 35
p., ISBN 978-91-86073-73-2, (Mid Sweden University
doctoral thesis; 84). Available on the Internet.

Europe in transition

Transnational television news and European identity
Andreas Widholm, Stockholm University, Department
of Journalism, Media and Communication (JMK), 2011,
250 p., ISBN 978-91-7447-239-4, (Doktorsavhandlingar
från JMK; 38). Doctoral dissertation.
Over the last two decades, Europe has experienced profound
political transformations, resulting in new challenges for
the relationship between national and transnational identities.
In parallel with these changes,
national media systems across
the world have been put under
pressure from globalization,
reflected in the vast increase
in the number of transnational
news channels operating on the global market. This dissertation explores the news content of two transnational
broadcasters, BBC World News and Euronews, and
analyzes discursive interconnections between political
transformations and collective identity in news reporting.
The thesis is divided into two main parts. The initial part is devoted to news forms, and analyzes program scheduling, generic structures and thematic and
geographical prioritizations, using both quantitative and
qualitative methods. The subsequent part consists of two
case studies of political transformations in Europe: The
2004 enlargement of the EU and the ‘Orange Revolution’ in Ukraine. Hereby critical discourse analysis
(CDA) is used.

www.nordicom.gu.se/eng.php?portal=mr&main=
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