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Taming Time, Timing Death
Social Technologies and Ritual 
Dorthe Refslund Christensen & Rane Willer-
slev (eds.) Surrey, UK, Ashgate, 2013. 288 s. ISBN 
9781409450689. 

Departing from a persisting 
current in Western thought, 
which conceives of time in the 
abstract, and often reflects upon 
death as occupying a space at 
life’s margins, this book be-
gins from position that it is in 
fact through the material and 
perishable world that we expe-
rience time. As such, it is with 
death and our encounters with 
it, that form the basis of human 

conceptions of time. Presenting rich, interdisciplinary 
empirical studies of death rituals and practices across the 
globe, from the US and Europe, Asia, The Middle East, 
Australasia and Africa, Taming Time, Timing Death 
explores the manner in which social technologies and 
rituals have been and are implemented to avoid, delay or 
embrace death, or communicate with the dead, thus in-
forming and manifesting humans’ understanding of time. 
It will therefore be of interest to scholars and students of 
anthropology, philosophy, sociology and social theory, 
human geography and religion.

Digital Media Ethics
2. udgave
Charles Ess , Polity Press, 2013. 280 s. ISBN 
9780745656052, ISBN (elektronisk) 9780745656069. 

The original edition of this ac-
cessible and interdisciplinary 
textbook was one of the first 
to consider the ethical issues 
of digital media from a global 
perspective, introducing ethical 
theories from multiple cultures. 
This second edition has been 
thoroughly updated to cover 
current research and scholar-
ship, and recent developments 

and technological changes. It also benefits from exten-
sively updated case-studies and pedagogical material, 
including examples of “watershed” events such as pri-
vacy policy developments on Facebook and Google+ in 
relation to ongoing changes in privacy law in the US, the 
EU, and Asia. New for the second edition is a section on 
“citizen journalism” and its implications for traditional 
journalistic ethics. With a significantly updated section 
on the “ethical toolkit,” this book also introduces stu-
dents to prevailing ethical theories and illustrates how 
they are applied to central issues such as privacy, copy-
right, pornography and violence, and the ethics of cross-
cultural communication online.

Researching Virtual Worlds
Methodologies for Studying Emergent Practices 
Ursula Plesner & Louise Jane Phillips, New York, 
Routledge, 2013. 186 s. ISBN 9780415624442, ISBN 
(elektronisk) 9780203104644. 

This volume presents a wide 
range of methodological strat-
egies that are designed to take 
into account the complex, emer-
gent, and continually shifting 
character of virtual worlds. 
It interrogates how virtual 
worlds emerge as objects of 
study through the develop-
ment and application of vari-
ous methodological strategies. 
Virtual worlds are not consid-

ered objects that exist as entities with fixed attributes 
independent of our continuous engagement with them 
and interpretation of them. Instead, they are conceived 
of as complex ensembles of technology, humans, sym-
bols, discourses, and economic structures, ensembles 
that emerge in ongoing practices and specific situations. 
A broad spectrum of perspectives and methodologies 
is presented: Actor-Network-Theory and post-Actor-
Network-Theory, performativity theory, ethnography, 
discourse analysis, Sense-Making Methodology, visual 
ethnography, multi-sited ethnography, and Social Net-
work Analysis.
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Ph.d.-dissertations
Ebsen, T. (2013). Material Screen: Intersections of 
media, art and architecture. Aarhus: Aarhus Universitet, 
Institut for Æstetik og Kommunikation.

Kammer, A. S. (2013). News on the Web: Instantane-
ity, multimodality, interactivity, and hypertextuality on 
Danish news websites. Københavns Universitet, Det 
Humanistiske Fakultet.

Korsgaard, M. B. (2013). Music Video Today: Audio-
visual Remediation in Postmillennial Music Video. 
Aarhus: Aarhus Universitet, Institut for Æstetik og 
Kommunikation.

Articles
Bødker, M., & Browning, D. (2013). Inspiring Design: 
Social Media from the Beach. I Munar, A. M., Gyimóthy, 
S., & Cai, L. (red.), Tourism Social Media. Kapitel 7. (s. 
107-131). Bingley: Emerald Group Publishing Limited. 

Brügger, N. (2013). Historical Network Analysis of the 
Web. Social Science Computer Review, 31(3), 306-321

Bruun, H. (2013). Political Satire in Danish Television: 
Reinventing a Tradition. I Baym, G., & Jones, J. P. 
(red.), News Parody and Political Satire Across the 
Globe. (1 udg.) Kapitel 13. (s. 157-169). New York: 
Routledge/Taylor and Francis Group.

Ess, C. (2013). Global Media Ethics?: Issues, Require-
ments, Challenges, Resolutions. I Ward, S. (red.), Global 
Media Ethic. Kapitel 13. (s. 253-272). Wiley-Blackwell.

Have, I., & Pedersen, B. S. (2013). Sonic mediatization 
of the book: affordances of the audiobook. MedieKultur, 
29(54), 123-140.

Helles, R. (2013). The big head and the long tail: An 
illustration of explanatory strategies for big data Internet 
studies. First Monday, 18(10).

Holm, A. B., Günzel, F., & Ulhøi, J. P. (2013). Openness 
in innovation and business models: lessons from the 
newspaper industry. International Journal of Technology 
Management, 61(3/4), 324-348

Jensen, K. (2013). How to do things with data: Meta–
data, meta–media, and meta–communication. First 
Monday, 18(10).

Klitgaard, M. B., & Elmelund-Præstekær, C. (2013). 
Partisan Effects on Welfare State Retrenchment: Empiri-
cal Evidence from a Measurement of Government Inten-
tions. Social Policy and Administration, 47(1), 50-71.

Lund, A. B., & Blach-Ørsten, M. (2013). Media and 
Politics. I Brincker, B. (red.), Introduction to Politi-
cal Sociology. Kapitel 8. (s. 153-170). København: 
Hans Reitzel.

Olsson, T., Viscovi, D., Tomanic Trivundza, I. (red.), 
Carpentier, N. (red.), Nieminen, H. (red.), Pruulmann-
Vengerfeldt, P. (red.), Kilborn, R. (red.), & Sundin, 
E. (red.) (2013). Impediments to Participation: UGC 
and Professional Culture. I Past, Future and Change: 
Contemporary Analysis of Evolving Media Scapes. 
(s. 283-295).

Plesner, U. (2013). Virtual Worlds as Emerging Cyber-
hybrids: Accounting for the Travel Between Research 
Sites with Actor-Network-Theory. I Plesner, U., & 
Phillips, L. (red.), Researching Virtual Worlds. Kapitel 
2. (s. 16-33). New York: Routledge.

Stage, C. (2013). The Online Crowd: A Contradiction 
in Terms?. Distinktion, 14(2), 211-226.

Tunby Gulbrandsen, I., & Nørholm Just, S. (2013). 
Collaboratively Constructed Contradictory Accounts: 
Online Organizational Narratives . Media, Culture and 
Society, 35(5), 565-585.

Uldam, J. (2013). Activism and the Online Media-
tion Opportunity Structure: Attempts to Impact Global 
Climate Change Policies?. Journal of Internet policy, 
5(1), 56-75.

Uldam, J., & Askanius, T. (2013). Calling for Confron-
tational Action in Online Social Media: Video Activism 
as Auto-communication. I Cammaerts, B., Mattoni, A., 
& McCurdy, P. (red.), Mediation and Protest Move-
ments. Kapitel 8. (s. 159-178). Bristol: Intellect Ltd.

Ulhøi, J. P., & da Mota Pedrosa, A. (red.) (2013). Edito-
rial: Special issue. International Journal of Technology 
Management, 61(3/4), 199-204.
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Finland 
Documentalist Eija Poteri

Illusions in Motion
Media Archeology of the Moving Panorama and 
Related Spectacles
Erkki Huhtamo, Cambridge (Mass.): MIT Press, 2013. 
438 p., ISBN 978-0-262-01851-7.

The moving panorama was a long painting that un-
scrolled behind a “window” by means of a mechanical 

cranking system, accompanied 
by a lecture, music, and some-
times sound and light effects. 
Showmen exhibited such pano-
ramas in venues that ranged 
from opera houses to church 
halls, creating a market for me-
diated realities in both city and 
country.

Contents: The Formation of 
a Panoramaniac -Introduction: 

Moving Panorama -a Missing Medium -The Incubation 
Era: Antecedents and Anticipations -Large as Life, and 
Moving: The Peristrephic Panorama -Rolling Across the 
Stage: The Moving Panorama and the Theatre -Trans-
formed By The Light: The Diorama and the ”dioramas” 
-The Panoramania, or The Mid-Century Moving Pano-
rama Craze -Panoramania in Practice: Albert Smith and 
his Moving Panoramas -The Moving Panorama Perfor-
mance: an Excavation -Intermedial Tug of War, or Pano-
ramas and Magic Lanterns -Sensory Bombardment: a 
Medium’s Final Fanfares -The Discursive Transfigura-
tion of the Moving Panorama -Conclusion: From Pano-
ramas to Media Culture.

Media and Digital Literacies in  
Secondary School
Reijo Kupiainen, New York: Peter Lang, 2013, 160 p., 
(New literacies and digital epistemologies, 59). ISBN 
978-1-4331-1841-8, ISBN 978-1-4331-1840-1.

The book examines young 
people’s media practices and 
media literacies in school 
spaces where these practices 
mix in the school environ-
ment and learning in differ-
ent ways. Young people bring 
their own media and literacy 
practices to the school as an 
important part of an identity, 
taste, and social life. These 

practices are changing school’s media ecology, 
making school’s physical boundaries more perme-
able, creating new, unofficial spaces in them, and 
transgressing the boundaries of private and public. 
The book highlights youth’s media production practices, 
from photography and video making to fan fiction writ-

ing and online role-playing, which have different rela-
tions to the school, and shows how these practices make 
a dialog between informal and formal learning and that 
teachers have an important part in collaborative relation-
ships with pupils when teachers encourage and motivate 
pupils and help them to understand media phenomena. 

Co-created Mobile Narratives
Marjo Mäenppää, Turku: University of Turku, 2013. 
203 p. ISBN 978-951-29-5356-1. Doctoral dissertation.

The study seeks answers to the 
questions of how people tell 
“mobile” stories using their 
phones and how a community 
creates narrative through mobile 
phones, using video. Questions 
are based on claims that people 
today are telling stories through 
social media and, also, visually 
– through images and videos. 
One of the main hypotheses is 

that mobile and collective story production is a creative 
process where the end result is unpredictable. In this study 
the author investigates how the narrative is structured, 
what the co-creation process is and do the co-created vid-
eos fullfill the design principles of narratives. How do we 
define the “author” and narrator in co-created narratives?

The Bilingual Screen
Ethnolinguistic Identity and Television Viewing 
among Three Language Minorities 
Laszlo Vincze, Helsingfors: Svenska social- och kom-
munalhögskolan vid Helsingfors universitet, 2013. 
ISBN 978-952-10-5238-5. Doctoral dissertation.

The purpose of the present study was to examine the 
relationship between ethnolinguistic identity and televi-
sion viewing among minority language speakers. 

Inspired by the model proposed by Abrams, Eveland 
and Giles (2003), and Reid, Giles and Abrams (2004), 
the study integrated ethnolinguistic identity theory 
(Giles and Johnson, 1981, 1987), uses and gratifications 
approach (Katz, Blumler and Gurevitch, 1974; Katz, 
Gurevitch and Haas, 1973) and cultivation theory (Ger-
bner and Gross, 1976). More precisely, a novel model 
was proposed, that consisted of two parts reflecting 
the idea of ethnolinguistic identity gratifications and 
ethnolinguistic cultivation. From the point of view of 
ethnolinguistic identity gratifications, it was examined 
how ethnolinguistic identity influences media needs and 
media use; whereas, from the perspective of ethnolin-
guistic cultivation, the research inspected the relation-
ship between television viewing, the perception about 
ethnolinguistic social context (like perceived vitality, 
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permeability and status stability) and ethnolinguistic 
identity management strategies (mobility, creativity and 
competition). 

The hypotheses were tested empirically among 
young media users in the German minority in South-

Tyrol, Italy; the Hungarian minority in Transylvania, 
Romania ; and the Swedish minority in Southern Fin-
land. The data was analysed with variance analyses, 
correlational analyses, OLS-regressions and multiple 
mediations. 

Other new literature
Kivimäki, Sanna (ed.). Media and communication re-
search in Finnish universities: evaluation report. Helsinki, 
Academy of Finland, 2013, 98 p., (Publications of the 
Academy of Finland, 1/13). ISBN 978-951-715-846-6.

Articles
Ahva, L. (2013). Public journalism and professional 
reflexivity. Journalism:Theory, Practice & Criticism, 
14(6), 790-806.

Aitamurto, T. (2013). Balancing between open and 
closed: Co-creation in magazine journalism. Digital 
Journalism, 1(2), 229-251

Ala-Fossi, M. (2013). A evolução do rádio e o impacto 
na/da audiência. Significação – Revista de Cultura 
Audiovisual , 40(39), 88-112.

Aula, P. & Mantere, S. (2013). Making and breaking 
sense. An inquiry into reputation change. Journal of 
Organizational Change Management 26(2), 340-352.

Hellman, H., & Keinonen, H. (2013). Semi-commercial 
or semi-public service?: legitimacy and regulation of 
commercial television in Finland . Comunicazioni So-
ciali , (1), 44-57.

Hujanen, J. (2013) At the crossroads of participation 
and objectivity. Reinventing citizen engagement in the 
SBS newsroom. New Media & Society 15(6), 947-962.

Kantola, A. (2013). From gardeners to revolutionaries. 
The rise of the liquid ethos in political journalism. Jour-
nalism: Theory, Practice & Criticism 14(5), 606-626.

Karppinen, K. (2013). Uses of democratic theory in 
media and communication studies. Observatorio (OBS*) 
Journal, 7(3).

Kivikuru, U. (2013). When the history turns stronger 
than the rhetoric: The journalistic culture drives over 
democracy ideals in Namibia and Tanzania. In. Olorun-
nisola, A. & Douai, A. (Eds.) New media influence on 
social and political change in Africa (pp. 118-146). 
Hershey, PA: IGI Global. ISBN 978-1-4666-4197-6.

Kivikuru, U. (2013). Upstairs downstairs: Communica-
tion contradictions around two African refugee camps. 
Journal of African Media Studies 5(1), 35-52.

Kolamo, S. & Vuolteenaho, J. (2013). The interplay of 
mediascapes and cityscapes in a sports mega-event. The 
power dynamics of place branding in the 2010 FIFA 
World Cup in South Africa. International Communi-
cation Gazette 75(5-6), 502-520.

Koskela, M. (2013) Same, same, but different. Inter-
textual and interdiscursive features of communication 
strategy texts. Discourse & Communication 7(4), 1-19.

Lahti, M. & Valo, M. (2013). The Development of inter-
cultural relationships at work: Polish migrant workers in 
Finland. Journal of Intercultural Communication 13(31).

Landgrén, L-F. (2013). Hitlers andra revolution i Tysk-
land sommaren 1934 i svensk och finländsk press. 
Historiks tidskrift för Finland, 98(1), 33-63.

Lassila-Merisalo, M. (2012). Veikko Ennala: taboo-
breaker in mid-20th-century Finland. In Keeble, R., 
& Tulloch, J. (Eds.), Global literary journalism. (pp. 
89-102). New York: Peter Lang. (Mass communication 
and journalism, Vol. 10).

Lowe, G. F., & Edelvold Berg, C. (2013). The funding 
of public service media: A matter of value and values. 
International Journal on Media Management (JMM), 
15(2), 77-97.

Luoma-aho, V., Leppänen, M., & Uskali, T. (2013). Er-
rand boy or entrepreneur?: Journalists’ expectations of 
their future roles in Finland. Central European Journal 
of Communication, 6(2).

Luoma-aho, V., Tirkkonen, P. & Vos, M. (2013). Moni-
toring the issue arenas of the swine-flu discussion. 
Journal of Communication Management 17(3), 239-251.

Meriläinen N. & Vos, M. (2013). Framing issues in the 
public debate. The case of human rights. Corporate Com-
munications. An International Journal 16(4), 292-310.

Niemelä, K., & Christensen, H. R. (2013). Religion 
in the newspapers in the Nordic countries 1988−2008. 
Nordic Journal of Religion and Society, (1), 5-24.

Nikunen, K., & Horsti, K. (2013). The ethics of hospital-
ity in changing journalism: A response to the rise of the 
anti-immigrant movement in Finnish media publicity. 
European Journal of Cultural Studies, 16(4), 489-504.

New Literature Finland
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Nordenstreng, K. (2013). How the New World Or-
der and imperialism challenge media studies. tripleC, 
11(2), 348-358.

Ojala, M. (2013). Mediating global imaginary: Obama’s 
“address to the muslim world” in the Western European 
press. Journalism Studies 12(5), 673-688.

Pasti, S., & Nordenstreng, K. (2012). Paradoxes of 
journalistic profession: Case of Russia in the context 
of the BRICS countries. World of Media: Yearbook of 
Russian Media and Journalism Studies, 2012, 243-268.

Puustinen, L., & Seppänen, J. (2013). The image of 
trust: readers’ views on the trustworthiness of news 
photographs. CM Communication Management Quar-
terly, 8(26), 11-32. 

Sjö, S., & Daníelsson, Á. S. (2013). Detraditionali-
azation, diversity and mediatization: explorations of 
religion in Nordic films. Nordic Journal of Religion 
and Society, (1), 45-62.

Sumiala, J., & Tikka, M. (2013). Broadcast yourself – 
global news: A netnography of the “Flotilla” news on 
YouTube. Communication, Culture & Critique, 6(2), 
318–335.

Saarenmaa, L. (2013). The Cosmopolitan imagination 
in the Cold War context: Finnish fashion models and 
national fantasies of international success. Fashion 
Theory: The Journal of Dress, Body, Culture, 17(3), 
321-340.

Tenscher, J., & Mykkänen, J. (2013). Transforma-
tions in second-order campaigning: A German-Finnish 
comparison of campaign professionalism in the 2004 
and 2009 European parliamentary elections. Central 
European Journal of Communication, 6(2).

Tolvanen, K., Olkkonen, L. & Luoma-aho, V. (2013). 
The Legitimacy of the media industry: what do ad-
vertisers expect? Journal of Media Business Studies 
10(2), 17-27.

Törrönen, J., & Juslin, I. (2013). From genius of the 
home to party princess: Drinking in Finnish women’s 
magazine advertisements from the 1960s to the 2000s. 
Feminist media studies, 13(3), 463-489.

Vincze, L. & Moring, T. (2013). Towards ethnoling-
uistic identity gratifications. In. Gruffydd Jones, E. 
H. & Uribe-Jongbloed , E. (Eds.). Social Media and 
Minority Languages Convergence and the Creative 
Industries (pp. 47-57). Bristol: Multilingual Matters. 
ISBN 978-1-84769-904-9.

Wahl-Jorgensen, K. & Pantti, M. (2013). Ethics of 
global disaster reporting: Journalistic witnessing and 
objectivity. In: Ward, S. (Ed.) Global media ethics: 
Problems and perspectives. Wiley-Blackwell. ISBN 
9781405183925.
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Norway 
Documentalist: Ragnhild Mølster

Children in the Online World
Risk, Regulation, Rights
Elisabeth Staksrud, Surrey, London: Ashgate Publis-
hing Group, 2013. 252 s. ISBN 978-1-4094-2550-2. 

What is online risk? How can 
we best protect children from it? 
Who should be responsible for 
this protection? Is all protection 
good? Can Internet users trust 
the industry? These and other 
fundamental questions are dis-
cussed in this book. Beginning 
with the premise that the politi-
cal and democratic processes in 
a society are affected by the way 
in which that society defines and 
perceives risks, It offers insights 

into the contemporary regulation of online risk for chil-
dren (including teens), examining the questions of wheth-
er such regulation is legitimate and whether it does in fact 
result in the sacrifice of certain fundamental human rights. 
The book draws on representative studies with European 
children concerning their actual online risk experiences 
as well as an extensive review of regulatory rationales in 
the European Union, to contend that the institutions of the 
western European welfare states charged with protecting 
children have changed fundamentally, at the cost of the 
level of security that they provide. In consequence, chil-
dren at once have more rights with regard to their personal 
decision making as digital consumers, yet fewer demo-
cratic rights to participation and protection as ‘digital 
citizens’. Contents: Introduction; Individualization; Part 
I Risk!: Conceptualizing online risk; What is online risk?; 
Making risky decisions. Part II Regulation!: Regulation 
as legitimate protection; From authority to advisory; The 
NGO – friend or foe?; Who coaches the watchmen?. Part 
III Rights?: Which rights?; Citizen or consumer?; ‘Child 
pornography is great!’; Good luck!

Moving-image News Production in 
Two Newsrooms
A News Ethnography of Discourses of Professiona-
lism, Technology, and Journalistic Practices at TV2 
Newschannel and VG Nett/VGTV, 2007-2009
Maria Konow Lund, PhD-avhandling, Oslo: Depart-
ment of Media and Communication, Faculty of Huma-
nities, University of Oslo, 2013. 351 s. 

This dissertation investigates the tension and interaction 
between two alternative discourses of professionalism, 
occupational and organizational, in terms of the use of 
technology and other routines and expectations related 
to journalism with moving images. This form of tension 
arises not from conflict as such but from competing or 
colliding priorities concerning both the product of and 

the practice in the digital-era newsroom. Journalists and 
managers must do more with less using technology that 
is often unfamiliar and always accelerating the tasks 
with which it assists. At the heart of the thesis, then, is 
the question of how media professionals cope with the 
impact of both time and space constraints and demands 
upon their work. The study is the result of field obser-
vation, field interviews, document analysis, and semi-
structured qualitative interviews with 125 informants. 
Konow Lund undertook her field observation at three 
different locations: TV2’s newsroom in Oslo, TV2’s 
newsroom in Bergen, and VG Nett’s offices in Oslo dur-
ing different periods in 2007, 2008 and 2009. The study 
is relatively unique in having deliberately compared the 
practices of journalism in television and online (hence 
the collective rubric ‘journalism with moving images’).

Changes that have arisen in the digital era have af-
fected platforms old and new in profound ways and 
have instigated a shared practice that now operates in 
tandem with the traditional practices that have long dis-
tinguished, say, newspaper from television or television 
from Internet journalism. The research indicates that 
newsrooms undergoing this level of transformation, 
particularly those dependent upon ‘heavy technology’ 
such as video, have developed coping mechanisms that 
create ripple effects throughout the professionalism of 
both journalists (occupational) and managers (organiza-
tional). No one in the newsroom can any longer afford to 
be reactive – that is, to wait around for something to hap-
pen, then cover it. Journalists and managers must both 
anticipate and encourage activity even prior to events, 
for example by engaging the audience to watch for (and 
even produce) potential stories, then share them with the 
newsroom (and each other) via social media platforms 
and distribution channels. Production in an Internet 
newsroom (and, to a lesser extent, in a 24/7 television 
newsroom) is now ‘active-reactive’, thanks to these an-
ticipatory efforts, and journalism has adapted to these 
new prerogatives and timeframes. Ultimately, we are 
witnessing the beginning of a new media economy, with-
in which journalists act as well as react and synthesize as 
much as create, and this economy is strongly influencing 
the way journalists think about journalism. That negotia-
tion process is the general quarry of the present thesis.

Assigning Cultural 
Values 
Kjerstin Aukrust, Frankfurt 
am Main: Peter Lang, 2013. 
298 s. ISBN 978-3-631-63298-
7 , ISBN (elektronisk) 978-3-
653-02928-4 . 

Assigning Cultural Values is a 
collection of thirteen essays fo-
cusing on the analysis of cultural 
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value in light of aestheticization or aesthetic practices. 
Reflecting the fruits of the Research Council of Norway’s 
comprehensive programme for cultural research (KUL-
VER), this anthology studies cultural phenomena not as 
static dimensions, but rather as factors involved in ne-
gotiations and exchanges. By examining the processes 
in which aestheticization is prominent, the contributors 
show how the experience-based, relational, and percep-
tual aspects of assigning cultural values come into focus. 
Each of the essays offers dufferent perspectives on the 
value given to different cultural phenomena, by focusing 
on their historically changeable aspects, their reciprocal 
relationships, and their connection to social contexts and 
power. Drawing on case studies from the fields of cultural 
history, aesthetics, literature, film, gender studies, art his-
tory and theory, design history, and museology, the col-
lection provides a wide-ranging and multifaceted analysis 
of how the assignment of cultural values is changed, dis-
placed, transferred, and acquired.

Contents: Adam Dodd: Size is in the Eye of the 
Beholder: On the Cultural History of Microfaunae in 
Seventeenth-Century Europe – Anja Johansen: Award-
ing Images, Celebrating Science: The Aesthetics and 
Aestheticization of Scientific Images in the Wellcome 
Image Awards – Jørgen Lorentzen/Wencke Mühleisen: 
Intimacy and Sexuality in Two Contemporary Norwe-
gian Novels – Geir Uvsløkk: Politics and Aesthetics in 
Michel Houellebecq’s Novels – Anne Gjelsvik: From 
Hard Bodies to Soft Daddies: Action Aesthetics and 
Masculine Values in Contemporary American Action 
Films – Gry Brandser: The Bearded Ladies of Learn-
ing – Kjetil Fallan: Culture by Design: Co-Constructing 
Material and Meaning – Frode Helland/Julie Holledge: 
A Doll’s House as National Tradition: Understanding the 
Construction of Aesthetic Value – Søren Kjørup: Art as 
the Other? Reflections on Craft’s and Fine Art’s Places in 
the Aesthetic Field – Mari Hvattum/Brita Brenna/Torild 
Gjesvik/Janike Kampevold Larsen: The King’s Road: 
Constructing the Modern Landscape – Johan Schiman-
ski/Stephen F. Wolfe: The Aesthetics of Borders – Stefan 
Krankenhagen: Collecting Europe: On the Museal Con-
struction of European Objects – Anne Britt Ylvisåker: 
Digitising the Valuable – Valuing the Digiti.

Adaptation Studies
New Challenges, New Direc-
tions 
Jørgen Bruhn, Anne Gjels-
vik & Eirik Frisvold Hanssen 
(red.). London: Bloomsbury 
Academic, 2013. 304 s. ISBN 
9781441192660 .

Extending the boundaries of 
contemporary adaptation stud-
ies, this book brings together 

international scholars to survey new directions in the 
field. Re-thinking the key questions at the heart of the 

discipline, Adaptation Studies: New Directions, New 
Challenges explores a wide range of perspectives and 
case studies in cross-media transformation. Topics cov-
ered include: The history of adaptation studies, Theories 
of adaptation , Adaptations in film, literature, radio and 
historical sources , What is an ‘original’ text? 

Content: Introduction, Jørgen Bruhn, Anne Gjelsvik, 
and Eirik Frisvold Hanssen Part I: Rethinking the Core 
Questions 1. Theorizing Adaptations/Adapting Theo-
ries, Kamilla Elliott 2. Adaptation and Adaptive Revi-
sion: The Problem of Textual Identity, John Bryant 3. 
Dialogizing Adaptation Studies: From One Way Trans-
port to a Dialogic Process, Jørgen Bruhn 4. Adaptation 
as Connection: Transmediality Reconsidered, Regina 
Schober 5. Adaptations within the Field of Media Trans-
formations, Lars Elleström 6. Imaginary Museums: 
André Bazin, Film Theory and Adaptation, Eirik Fris-
vold Hanssen 7. What Movies Want, Tom Leitch Part II: 
Theorizing the Case-Study 8. The Medium Strikes Back: 
‘Impossible Adaptation’ Revisited, Hajnal Kiraly 9. 
‘Pre-Texts’: The Notebook Case (Bergman), Anna Sofia 
Rossholm 10. Tracing the Original: The Film Invictus 
and “Based on a True Story” Adaptation, Sara Brinch 11. 
What Novels Can Tell That Movies Can’t Show, Anne 
Gjelsvik 12. Literature Through Radio: Distance, Si-
lence and Media Archaeology: The War of the Worlds 
1938/1898, Jonas Ingvarsson

Eastwood’s Iwo Jima 
A Critical Engagement with Flags of Our Fathers and 
Letters From Iwo Jima 
Anne Gjelsvik & Rikke Schubart (red.). London: Wall-
flower Press, 2013. 250 s. ISBN 978-0-231-16565-5. 

With Flags of Our Fathers 
(2006) and Letters from Iwo 
Jima (2006), Clint Eastwood 
made a unique contribution to 
film history, being the first di-
rector to make two films about 
the same event. Eastwood’s 
films examine the battle over 
Iwo Jima from two nations’ per-
spectives, in two languages, and 
embody a passionate view on 
conflict, enemies, and heroes. 

Together these works tell the story behind one of his-
tory’s most famous photographs, Leo Rosenthal’s “Rais-
ing the Flag on Iwo Jima.” In this volume, international 
scholars in political science and film, literary, and cul-
tural studies undertake multifaceted investigations into 
how Eastwood’s diptych reflects war today. Fifteen es-
says explore the intersection among war films, American 
history, and Japanese patriotism. They present global at-
titudes toward war memories, icons, and heroism while 
offering new perspectives on cinema, photography, jour-
nalism, ethics, propaganda, war strategy, leadership, and 
the war on terror.
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Religion across Media
From Early Antiquity to Late Modernity.
Knut Lundby (red.). New York: Peter Lang, 2013. 215 
s. ISBN 978-1-4331-2077-0. 

This edited collection aims to 
examine religion across: his-
torical media forms using a 
broad concept of «media»;  
contemporary media with a focus 
on digital forms; religious tradi-
tions; disciplinary approaches. 
The focus here is on processes of 
mediation rather than «media» 
as such. Religion is seen as in-
tertwined in forms of mediation 
that possibly transform religious 

practices. Analytical insights from the field of media stud-
ies are brought to bear on religion in ancient media, such 
as ritual or early manuscript culture. Insights from such 
analyses provide a strengthened awareness of continuities 
and discontinuities between the (post-) modern and earlier 

societies to the study of current media and religion. This 
book attempts to address issues of religion and media pre-
cisely through establishing a cross-disciplinary scholarly 
dialogue on the subject of «religion across media».

Contents: Birgit Meyer: Material Mediations and 
Religious Practices of World-Making , Terje Stordalen: 
Media of Ancient Hebrew Religion , Peter Horsfield: 
The Ecology of Writing and the Shaping of Early Chris-
tianity , Liv Ingeborg Lied: Manuscript Culture and the 
Myth of Golden Beginnings , Ute Hüsken: Contested Ri-
tual Mediation: Brahmin Temple Priests in South India 
,Peter Simonson: On Digital Eloquence and Other Rhe-
torical Pathways to Thinking About Religion and Media, 
Kim Knott: Religion, Space, and Contemporary Media, 
David Thurfjell: Mediating Gypsiness Through the Holy 
Spirit: Pentecostalism and Social Mobilization Among 
European Roma, Nabil Echchaibi: Taming the West: 
Mediations of Muslim Modernities, Mia Lövheim: New 
Media, Religion, and Gender: Young Swedish Female 
Bloggers – Stewart M. Hoover: Evolving Religion in the 
Digital Media, Knut Lundby: Media and Transforma-
tions of Religion. 
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Sweden 
Documentalist: Maria Edström

Traditional Bullying and Cyberbullying 
among Swedish Adolescents
Gender Differences and Associations with Mental 
Health
Linda Beckman, Karlstad, 2013. 100 s. ISBN 978-91-
7063-509-0. Doctoral Dissertation.

The overall aim of this thesis is to study the differences 
between traditional bullying and cyberbullying among 
adolescents, focusing on gender, psychosomatic prob-
lems, and disability. The aim is also to gain insight into 
health staff’s experience of bullying in schools. The the-
sis is based on four studies based on surveys undertaken 
among 3,800 adolescents in Grades 7, 8 and 9 in Swe-
den, as well as focus groups of 16 people consisting of 
school social workers and school nurses. While almost 
no gender differences were found among traditional vic-
tims, Study I showed that girls were more likely than 
boys to be cybervictims. Boys were more likely than 
girls to be traditional bullies, while girls were equally 
as likely as boys to be cyberbullies. Study II showed that 
psychosomatic problems were associated with being a 
victim, a bully or a bully-victim. Cyberbullying showed 
no stronger association with psychosomatic problems 
than traditional bullying. 

Knowledge at Play
Studies of Games as Members’ Matters 
Ulrika Bennerstedt, Acta Universitatis Gothoburgen-
sis, 2013. 261 s. ISBN 978-91-7346-742-1. Doctoral 
Dissertation.

On a general level, this thesis seeks some answers to the 
broad question of what one can learn from digital games. 
With an analytical approach informed by ethnometh-
odology, the main thrust of the work is an exploration 
of members’ matters in the area of games and gaming. 
In response to prevailing discussions about how, where 
and what gamers learn, the aim is to examine emerg-
ing forms of knowledge embedded in practices in and 
around digital games. The first part of the thesis address-
es three themes: the question of whether leisure gaming 
could be understood to have transfer effects; how games 
are positioned in a state of restlessness and multistable-
ness; and how the domain encompassing gaming and 
game development is advancing in terms of profes-
sionalization and institutionalization. The second part is 
comprised of three empirical studies based on two sets 
of video recordings: collaborative gaming in The Lord 
of the Rings Online, and assessment practices in game 
development education. The studies begin to unravel the 
elusive phenomena of gaming by making some game-
play practices and conventions visible. For instance, the 
findings suggest that there are specialized coordination 

practices, developed through long-term engagement 
with the online game. 

Global Journalism
Theory and Practice
Peter Berglez, New York: Peter Lang Publishing Group, 
2013. 156 s. ISBN 978-1-4331-1030-6. 

Recent instances of global cri-
sis reporting on climate change 
and the financial crisis are 
early embryos of a new form of 
journalism that is increasingly 
needed in global times: global 
journalism. Instead of associ-
ating global journalism with 
national comparisons of media 
systems or defining it as an 
ethically «corrective» form of 
journalism, Berglez sets out to 

develop the idea of global journalism as an epistemolog-
ical updating of everyday mainstream news media. He 
argues that the future of professional news journalism is 
about leaving behind the dominant national outlook for 
the sake of a more integrated (global) outlook on society. 
Emerging examples of global journalism are analyzed 
throughout the book alongside the historical background 
and the challenges it faces.

Being a Young Citizen in Estonia
An Exploration of Young People’s Civic and Media 
Experiences
Anne Kaun, Tartu: University of Tartu, 2013. 133 s. 
ISBN 978-9949-32-274-9. 

The book gives an insight into 
how young people in Estonia, 
twenty years after the establish-
ment of democracy, perceive 
their own role as citizens. It 
does so in a theoretical frame-
work that stresses the embed-
dedness of the civic experiences 
in a media-dominated environ-
ment, thus closely linking civic 
and media experiences. Based 
on the analysis of both qualita-

tive interview data and a relatively new method of us-
ing the internet as a complementary tool for engaging 
with open-ended diaries, the study explores the extent 
to which young citizens experience the media as being 
interwoven with their everyday lives and, in fact, consti-
tutive of their social reality as citizens. 
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Media and Memory in New Shanghai
Western Performances of Futures 
Amanda Lagerkvist, Palgrave Macmillan, 2013. 208 s. 
ISBN 978-1137014641. 

Contributing to current debates 
about the globality and mediati-
zation of memories, Lagerkvist 
critically interrogates Shang-
hai’s spectacular resurrection 
into an emergent world center 
from the vantage point of how 
Western elites (tourists, ex-
patriates and travel bloggers) 
partake in the production of 
New Shanghai. Through perfor-
mances of memory, Westerners 

consume the regenerative nostalgia of the city. This book 
shows that these mediatized memory practices become 
essential for the city and tie in with how the municipal 
government (in tandem with international scriptings of 
the city in for example films and travel journalism) is 
currently theming Shanghai by situating memories of 
futures past and visions for the future in a coherent nar-
rative and sensory-emotive realm of experience.

Media Talk and Political Elections in 
Europe and America
Mats Ekström & Andrew Tolson (red.), Palgrave, 
2013. 256 s. ISBN 978-1-137-27331-4. 

This book provides a analysis 
of forms of media talk associa
ted with contemporary political 
elections. The approach is deri
ved from the study of broadcast 
media talk, which extends here 
to political communication on 
the Internet. Key topics include: 
changing forms of political in-
terview, televised political de-
bates (held in the UK for the first 
time in 2010), the use of multi-

media in promotional discourse, and uses of the Internet 
to engage with voters (an approach used successfully in 
the Obama presidential campaigns of 2008 and 2012). In 
addition to chapters from the UK and USA, there are also 
contributions from Greece, Spain, Sweden and Austria. 

Transnational Ecocinema
Film Culture in an Era of Ecological Transformation
Tommy Gustafsson & Pietari Kääpä (red.) Bristol och 
Chicago: Intellect Ltd, 2013. 228 s. ISBN 978-1-84150-
729-3. 

Discussion of Hollywood film 
has dominated much of the 
contemporary dialogue on eco-
criticism and the cinema—until 
now. With Transnational Eco-
cinemas, the editors open up the 
critical debate to look at a larger 
variety of films from many dif-
ferent countries and cultures. 
By foregrounding these films 
with their economic and politi-

cal contexts, the contributors offer a more comprehen-
sive and nuanced look at the role of place in ecocinema. 
The essays also interrogate proposed global solutions to 
environmental issues by presenting an ecocritical per-
spective on different film cultural considerations from 
around the globe.

New Noise
A Cultural Sociology of Digital Disruption 
Simon Lindgren, New York: Peter Lang Publishing 
Group, 2013. 176 s. ISBN 978-1433119941. 

This book is about online sub-
cultures thriving in the border 
zones between pop cultural and 
political engagement. Combin-
ing classic theories of space, 
power and resistance with cur-
rent case studies of digital pi-
racy, online activism and remix 
culture, the book develops a 
cultural theory of social move-
ments in the digital age.
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New books from Nordicom

Freedom of Expression Revisited
Citizenship and Journalism in the Digital Era 
Ulla Carlsson (red.) Göteborg: Nordicom, Göteborgs 
universitet, 2013. 171 s. ISBN 978-91-86523-74-9. 

In recent years, there has been 
widespread concern about the 
ability of the media to maintain 
and develop their role as a pillar 
of democracy. Issues regarding 
freedom of expression, freedom 
of information and freedom of 
the press are more complex than 
ever. The Nordic region – Den-
mark, Finland, Iceland, Nor-
way and Sweden – is among the 
most technology-intensive and 

“wired” regions in the world. These countries are similar 
in many respects, including their media systems. In the 
era of globalization, however, the Nordic countries are 
undergoing change on many fronts. From the point of 
view of welfare politics and democratic processes, these 
changes pose numerous challenges. The theme of this 
volume – Freedom of Expression Revisited. Citizenship 
and journalism in the digital era – could be summarized 
as critical perspectives on experiences and conceptions 
of freedom of expression and the media in contemporary 
communication societies. The book reflects Nordic as 
well as global perspectives. The contributors are leading 
Nordic scholars, but also professionals outside the Nor-
dic region, who have been engaged for years in research 
on freedom of expression from different angels. 

A History of Swedish Broadcasting
Communicative Ethos, Genres and Institutional 
Change
Monika Djerf-Pierre & Mats Ekström (eds) Göte-
borg, Nordicom; Stockholm, Stiftelsen Etermedierna i 
Sverige, 2013, 370 p., ISBN 978-91-86523-73-2.

This book derives from a large-
scale research programme on 
Swedish broadcast history, 
which started in 1993. An im-
pressive body of empirical 
studies has been published, 
covering a great variety of top-
ics, genres and periods. With a 
few exceptions, this research 
has not previously been pub-
lished for a non-Swedish read-
ing audience. 

The overall question explored in this book is how 
broadcast media have been developed as forms of pub-
lic communication. The analyses focus on two basic and 
interrelated aspects of broadcast as public communica-

tion. Firstly, the communication and social relationships 
created between broadcasters and audiences. The second 
aspect concerns broadcasting as social and cultural in-
stitutions.

Towards a Better Internet for Children?
Policy Pillars, Players and Paradoxes
Brian O’Neill, Elisabeth Staksrud & Sharon 
McLaughlin (eds) Göteborg, Nordicom;, 2013, 370 p., 
ISBN 978-91-86523-72-5.

Keeping children safe online 
has been the subject of inten-
sive policy debate ever since 
the mid-1990s when the internet 
first became an important public 
communications medium. The 
European Union has been to 
the fore in promoting internet 
safety and through its Safer In-
ternet Programme has supported 
multi-stakeholder initiatives 
with industry, law enforcement, 

education and civil society to create a safer internet envi-
ronment. Now, with a new emphasis on not just a safer but 
also a better internet, policy makers have signalled a new 
phase in strategies to protect children online. Reviewing 
the development of internet safety policy over this pe-
riod – against the background of better evidence about 
the reality of young people’s experiences – and look-
ing to its future are among the key themes of this book. 
The contributors, all members of the now 33-country EU 
Kids Online network, seek to add to a growing literature 
on policy matters regarding internet regulation and gover-
nance as the Internet enters a new phase of maturity with 
near universal access and use.


